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READER, 
: * Hz following Dif- 


courſe was a Ser-" 

mon preacht ſome 
years ſince, and one that 
heard it, d:firing a Gopy 
of it, I did at length yeeld 
to his importunity , and 
ſent it him, as now you ſee 
it, with the aidition of 
theſe few Latin Duota- 
trons, which T do not uſe 
to interrupt the attcnti- 
on -of ordinary hearers 


Az2 with 
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To the Reader. 
w:th in popular Diſcour- 
fes ; ts This I Fyg not _ 
purpoſing to make it thus 

ublick, but having once '*| © 
tranſcribed it, .] conſent- * 
ed further to the defire of | 
ſome to have it printed, 
but never had opportuni- *| © 
ty fo review what Thad 

; writrew from the firit | 
time that F ſent it till 

ſaw it from the Prefs. 
This -I thought meet to | * 
advertiſe you of, that you 
may not expect much ac+ © 
curatenefſ ( though you 
knevy not the Authoar be- 
fore) nor a clear and fall 
diſcuſſion of ſuch things, 
as a diſcourſe of this na- 
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ture would allow; only - 
ſome brief touches of it, | 


hope none will complain 


 , of aboldpreſſing of d crip- 


ture to ſerve an 'Hypo- 


. 


thelis, 'of  propenſion to 
any party, of” a flaviſh 


ſubjeition to the Authort- 


ty of great Names, of 4 
Sceptical or Magifterial 
cenſuring of other Men of 


their Opinions.; I have 


_endeavonured to ſhew that 


candour, freedom, impas- 
tiality, moderation, that 


[ may not be afraid of, or 


_ aſhamed to own it as. 4 


Maz, a Scholar, a Ghri- 
ſtian, a Minitter, either 
when it is expoſed- to th: 

A 3 cen- 


\ 


To the Reader, 


cenſure of otheys, or at . 


that day when every 
mans work ſball be made 
manifeſt. I hive, for the 


fending ont of the truth 


 hereivv, attended to two 
things, Scripture and 
Expttietice z bor/ 

which we ſhowld have a 
Ant yegard to ih our ſearch 


after Truth. As in Phy-- 
fick, through praitice and 


Experiente be Sf i ad- 
 Uantdge to 

mmuke things More clear, 
as Examples do Rutes : 
wet if Men truſt wholl 
Jem the by oefical 
Phyficinn way be deceived 


aſſoon 45 the Rational vr _ 


Me- 
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To the Reader. 


| Methodical:becauſe there 


being ſo many things that 
feR; depend npon, or 


- may prozeed from, it is 


very eafie to miſtake that 
for the caiiſe * a thing, + 
which us not the cauſe of” 
it ; and though they ſee 
the effetÞs, they kriow hut 
what concurs thereto, or 


what hath the chief in- 
flux into them: and 1 


have oft obſerved and le- , 


 mehted Mens being ini- 
poſed npon by this fallacy 


of Hoh cauſa pro cauſa, 
or taking that for the 
cauſe of” a thing which 1s 


2t, eſpectally in matters 


of Religion,” Beſides, Men 
are 
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concluſions from particu- 
lar experiments, and ſo 
either meaſure themſelves 
by others, or make their 
own experience a ſtana- 


ard for the tryal of others. 


So on the other hayd, ma- 
ny times Men attain not 


the true ſenſe of Serip- 


ture, while thay conſi- | 
der things only, in the 


Idea or notion, without 
examining how things arc 
really in particular Sub- 
Jets. I know we muſt not 
924 + tra the meaſure 
of all. things as Ph 23 


ras iz anther ſenſe. en 


ture, 


 muit be- tryed by Strip- 


are apt to infer general. | 
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Hs To the Reader. 
ture, mot the Scripture 
by Men. Yet we muſt ac- 
knowledge the Scripture 
ſpeaks - ſometimes accor- 
ding to what really. is : 
1 or, #t ſpeaks as things are 
. | Fſometirhes found 70 be, 
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/ not according to what is 
- | ronſtantly or univerſally. 
. | true, Wherefore I have 
- endeavoured to find out 
; what the Scyiptare, ac- 
7 cording fo its ordinary 
, ſtile and manner of ſpeak- 
t | ing may intend in ſuch 
4 places as Fhave had occa- 


- ſion to inquire. into: and 
8 have lkews ſe "obſerved 
*y and examined what is the 
| ordinary experience of ſ- 
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 Tothe Reader. 
ber ſerious Chriſtians, | 


who dare not boaſt of ſuch | 
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things as they have not 


really found in them- 


ſelves, but have that ex- | 


perience of God's Gra- 
ciors working in them 
which they would not 
want for the whole world; 


and which doth eſtabliſh ; 


them more firmly in thz 
belief of Spiritual things 
than to be ſhaken by ſuch 
T6 TENOL, or varn-ſpiri- 
fed perſons, as are- not 
likely to be acquainted 
wh ſuch matters, or to 
be competent Fudges of 


them, There are ſome 


" Erratas in the Printing, 


for 
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' To the Reader, 


'| | for thoſe who are in the 


few. words of Hebrew, 
Greek and Latin, 4s the 
Learned only can take 
potice of them, ſo they © 
know how to correct them. 
There are ſome ſmall 
| faults, in pointing, and. 
omiſſions of a letter. in 
- ſome-places which any or- 
dinary Reader may know 
how. to redtifie. | 
The more confiderabl 


you may correct thus : 
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tohis People, doth per- 


in our Prayers. _ © 
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bs Infirmitics in.Sctip- 


'borh thele Joth'the: A-. | 
 poſtle comfort. and en- | © 
If courage . them in this 
'F C er,/ and in theſe * 
| _ wordseſpecially,where- | 
 Inhefhews how the hor | | 
oft, whom our | 1 
d Saviour had pro- | 
maſed. as. a Comforter | 


Form this Office, parti- 
«cularly, by afliting us. 


For the better under- J B, 
ſtanding of the Words, . IT - 
We. _ obſery ©. that L 


Fure, 2 F 


: ries,or fi Finful Dofecs. de” 


( the: - +60] where he 


i Lnfrwiries. -Ir:cam*% > 


; ;- on ; he "underſtands 


AY aber he - faith (href 


Imperfedtions,which we 
call: Moral.or Spiritnal 
Isfermitics, Tris likely 
the A poſtle underſtands 


ſaith, he takes P leaſure 2 Cor, 12, 3 


hardly "be conceived _ 
how. Y ſhould take” : 
pleaſure; in moral Infir- - 
mities,and without que- 


 Aﬀflictions; 


w-25 compaſſed ahout with Heb, F. 2. bk 
Infirmities, for he: wag <3 
: B 2 free 7 


3 At: 2b. fot: = | = 
EY y pee WAS Guile found 
EE. in his Mouth. © Now'if ] 

the Apoſtle ſhould here: 
' Tpeak ar theſe natural 4 
/ Infirmities, it-is certain : 
the Spirit helps us :4- - 
- gainſt them, .by aſliſting - 
- ous Prayers; Pray- | 
an-'excellent 
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| Prayer is * a Remedy:-a+ 
| _ Affliction; © 4 
| T6. As thereby we caſe . 
"i Minds by. pourin; 
4 outour Hearts 'to God "| 
L- [ _ $0the Pfalmiſt expreſſes E 

; . theNature of Pra nr 
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LE 


| * will conſider” our 
Condition and pity us 


mit: ſo by Prayer +1 we 2 
'openout Cauſeto God, -*- 
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him; as Feremiah: ex» | 

| 16. 6. , preſſesie: - drrqgeny 

in all our Aﬀluctions, and y 
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 medy againſt Afi | 


Andi fay 2s 

of Des: as the Apo--- Lo 
En £26 le doth of Faith, "the 

effectual fervent Projer | 

of areghteows Man avails. 

PAN It "turned: the 
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Hearts ſoas they 'poa 7 
- way-ſatisfied, LA Dn ES 
this: hath” left the Mi- © 2 
nagement of his Aﬀairs 
inthe hands of aFriend; _ 
-- Who he knows is both-. 
_ faithful "and' able to < 
look after them: Ag - 
 Hanneh "when theshad$: 5: 12 
_ -poured forth her -Soul 5: 18: 7 
- before-the*Lord,: went. 
away,and*her-Counte-. 
nance-was'no niorefad- 
And we find that'often © 
verified which Bernard 
fach of himſelf,” Serm. - * 4 
+32:In-Cant: Duoties ms +6 
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Prayer oftentimes eveny- 
deſpair retur- } 


ent: of Pardc oY Thus. 
we ſhall find: David bes 4 
 ginning his Pſalzms ma--! 
ny times, with mournful-;; 
complaints, which: he + 
ends with Thankſgiving: 4 
aud Triumph ;;as partir -: 
ealarly P/a/;6; Þſal, I'3s A 
Pal. 22+ Þſab. :. 28+: 
_ BW: 69. Pſabi 142: | 
But-Secondly ; here-..- 
| by ſometimes are meant | 
lt 7 moral. or Spiritual, In- | 
” finnities ;' as. the Pal 1 

miſt” accounts.it bis los n 
firmity. when: he was 
rac to give - up his.-* 
Wo'5 and: £0 -COMPy: . - 

: | plain, | 
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derſtood of an knabilicy 
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ry Manwould. 
of. Now thus. it. is in 
Matters, of Ghriftianity, 
if a man can ſatisfy him- 
elf to live. at all Advens Ler.s. To 
taxes with God (as: 
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ofa thoſe tha cs | 
te As anal 


trons here fam ismuch | 1 
ind to-ſuch Man- || 
ner cf-Life, and we | © 

ſhall have many parti- ? 
cular Mercies to beg of 
God 1n Order therets. 1 
| @. 


+ Head.J- 

wil -Secondly.; » We know 
of not what _ is meet and 
4 conycnicnt.. for us to : 
71 .ask; and fo ſometimes, 1 
1 the Spns Me pt Aer. 20, 


- 8 had Ones 
$. a Times bor, 

4 which wouldbea Ecole 
x ora Cute to us, rather. 
"4 chana Comfortor BleF- 
4 fag, What we pray 
J for as Bread, would, if 
Er God ſhould : grant it, x 
7 © prove as a q £0. US, Mart. 7.9 

4 rather break*'our teeth 
af U refreſh or nouriſh - 
7 us... Probably our Sa- 


Viour 


| "CR x 
yer his Farcher, knowing: , | 
what-it -is, would not- 
= it him,” as knowing 
wunfit it would be to 
anſwer the Childs End. 
And' the like may* be 
ſaid of ſome Fiſhes, and - 
"Serpefits 3- Yea! of * an" 
_ Egye, anda Scotpion, 
if-that" be true which 
Naturaliſts-” report -'of 
them; The drift of our- 
Saviours *Difcourſe *is;': 
thit?- though! Children 
are[6 ignorantas to de-" - 
fire many things as good ' 
for-them, -which their - 
Parents ſee not good to: 
grant; as knowing t them: 
to. _ improper means” 
CT for 
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'for the attainment 9f.. 


thatendwhichthe Chile }F @ 


dren aim at, or pro-\. 
: pound to themſelves; g” ; 
So we do many timer ny 
.our Prayers fix on 
things as God ſees would. 
notreachthe end which 
we think to attain there-./ 
-by : So that God docs] 
ſometimes deny us in; 
mMercy,as well as anſwer. 


usin mercy: For Riches] 
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on them in our Pray- 
ears , as {braham for 2. 
Child, as if all that God , 
could do for him; were 
nothing , if - he mw 
childleſs ; God can 

us them- alone wit 
that comfort which we: 


expe with them, and. 


ſo. we receive them, E -"M 


he had loſt.) with: great 


- Joy rewarding him that 
brought 1 it, without tak- 


ng. much notice of ty: 
uponFurther Obſer- 
nora ſaw, thatthere 
was' his .Ring : without 
the Dia ſo that.it- 
was not ends the re- 
C 2 ward 


{ 28 


ſhould make 


 asking. Now the Spirit 
helps this Infirmity by 


giring us more Wiſ- | 
dom and ſpiritual Un- . 


Fdertanding, And here 


T ſhall do theſe, two. 


Thi 


derſtanding is from the 
the Spint of God. _ 


' Secondly, thew you 
how much "this condu- 


ces to help us 'in-onr 
Prayers 


ward which he gave for | 
| findingof it: Outward ' 


ood things ,” without 
rhat "icing which 

em conn . 
forts tous,are not worth 


". ſhew- You z that 
this Wiſdom Lind Un-. 
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the Philippians , ' that 
- their Love might abound 


ledge, and in all F, 
. ment, For the Colo 


fillzd with the ay 


{fanding. All which doth 


Carty --. 
Prayers. For the for- 


mer it. is evident” from F 
the - Teſtimony of the- * 


praies for the Epheli- 0 
ans, that God would grue Eph. r. r7 


dom andRevelation i in 


Knowledge of him, For 
Phil. ; 


more and more 11 pow 


ans, that they might bs Col. x. 9. 


of God's Will in all Wiſ- 
dom and ſpiritual mae 


imply that. it is. God 
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that giveth theſe ; and 
thar Fe doth it by his | 
Spirit, is without 

a cer. 2. ftion, it being theteby 
-” that we know the things - 
F freely given to us of 
God. lr is he that takes 
[F44.16.14. of the things of Chriſt 
and ſhews them unto us, 
_ and ſo is aSpitit of WE 
| - domandUndecſtand 
CIſa. 11. 2. baking - Chriftians 
3. their Meafure quick &. 


Fear of the © Loxd. 
conceive- of  the- man- 


| of the Spirit, yet-we 
ſhould reſt in this Evi- 
dence, 
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Underſtanding in the } 
Now if we - could: not. 


ner of this Worke | 


ws 
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J dence;that there is ſuch 
is] .an cffctofit: And we- 
«. | may , farther ſuppoſe 
y | that he gives us atrex- 
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* Rong the Heart. unto ' 

* | -Wiſdom,orcauſes us to 

,. *pply our Hearts chere- 

, | to, by awakenmg ns toa 

; ſerious ſenſe of the great _ 

, |. -1mportance of heavenly 

| things, and thathe doth: 

open our eyes,oreleyate 

our Undevſtandings to - 

underſtand- the marvel-- 2; 194 

lous. things of God's 18: } 
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:the'Spirit let them con- 


| =p 5. 53.ye underſtand of "the 
£ - nature of Light, though 
it be that w ich makes 
-all other -Things mani- 
: feſt; And though we-. 
all by experience know 
the Benefe theteok, and 
ſerve our'felves of it. * 
Now-in the nextplace / 
I (hall fhew- how this 
helps our Ignorance in 
Pzayer':- and, firſt, we 
hereby come to. under- 
ſtand 


 falve. ro: :anoint / our | 

Eyes, that we may fee.” 
And if anythall $4 ex-" 
-account of this work of ' 


 fiderhow little it is that. 


extends.-  ” Wherefore 
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ſtand more of the Cotn- 
paſs and .. Latirude-of 
our- Chriſtian-Calling, 
and how. /far our- Duty 


the Apoſtle; in the fore- 
mentioned-places,pray- F 
Fudgment,. Wiſdom; and | q 
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ſpiritual” Underſtanding, Phil it, * 


with the {ruitsof Riphte» 
ouſne ; an ths thy I 
mioht walk worthy of S 
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ing fruitful in everygoot] 

ork, Hencemt is that ſe-- 
rious. Chriſtians are ſ6- 
inlarged many times' in: 
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only: for - company. or | 
/eut of Curioſity, toſte | 
.are ſoon, weary -of--be-. 
_ Ingthere,and way come - 


heme as ſoon as they 


Pleaſe; . But: thofe: that- | 
_are.men; of much-Buſ-- 
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time; whick cauſe them . 
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cotnes to the Throne of 


mmauch-to do when-he © 


Grace, and-the Favour 


of God-,' to delire to- 
wards him'in ſomany . 
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on ſo many Occaſions, . 
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form, 'which- he-warits - 
Help imo perform chem 


as heknows IC 


ſuch." "« 


dye; ſack dif. - 
_ Keulties to be directed 
to. 


+ Secontity:; - 


ready wes 


in,fuct ba is wo 


by chis 
wiſdom and Under=- 
—” - ſandings- 


— = 


yz 


"0 i hs nf EET ain't 


(730) 
Kanding,we come to-ap- 
Phil.1.10. 


'totheir real -worth, an 


remptorily-on temporal 


fires [to the | Will :and 


39» 


 muchungt Petitions for 
| ontward Bleſſings, 'but 
Joe1 1427. 42S David!); look upon 


themus with firength in 


- 


Wt 
68.4 
# $9 * 
"ns. 


grove-the things- thar | 
are; more exccllent,;to*| 
-value: thi WR 


ſfo-not to inſiſt too: pe- 


E Mercies;'As Chriſdſub-. 
1hitted His. natural ADe- : 


% 


E Deſigne of- his-Father.. | 
Matt, 26-5 thatowe. do not. to0- 


it as ani Anſyer:to/our 1 
Prayers in| Trouble, or - 
 Hffliction, i God ftreng- | 


aug Souls, ; anfl-accotunt - 
ret by” ; C71 f; \ A 


fiction, ſoz. as thereby 3;,,,.- 
- tobe made. Partakers 1. 


pn gqH w i RTEE FT 
«7 


bettex than Deliverance | 


is yen Y 


L nad 
®. _—_— .” Mx 7 ww TT MY tw R8 8Y> "ys 27 
_ | ; Fl, 5 4 


\ ” 


(27) 'Y 
2:ſanRifyed uſe of Aﬀ- 7.1 bY 


of. Gods Holineſs,-as 


from-it. - Ic is - trues 
theſe as ny the Spirit 
upon.the Saul, do-gut 
habitually qualifie it 
for. Prayer:y:and many | 
Gappoſe. there is: yet'a 
further actual Aſſiſtance 
of the Spirit,in Prayer 
whereby:he doth tos 
ow very:Wotds ©. 
Now: to. to-:look:: A 1 Cor. =. . 
Lage more narrowly-in- 13. ©: 
ro this:matter, ,wemay 
obſerve; -that God,who 
gs all thibgs-ac- 
it coding; 


(38 ): 


26.1.1. cording to the Counſel' 
EY of his own will, is plea-- 
ſedt to work vario Ys: - | 


the. nature of things 
doth require, 'or as-nia 


beſt ſerve his own wiſe 
and holy Ends. © Our- 
Salvation depends chief: . 
ly -opon/ his <ffectual.. 


Wen temiy' -Grace ; 


But yet he makes his. | 


Providence many times - 
ſubſervient/:--xo -['this + 
 Grace':: \Forrwerlee: he- 
doth hereby nſually caſt - 
men under ſncirincans, .. 
. and into ſuch Cireum- 
_ as-:-may-'beſt- 
ferve. bis Grace ;thouph : - 
when... be. would mike - 

manitcſt 


Os 44G we wo iS" tos - BY oY 


>M 
: 7 
= 4 
>| : 
by i 
S: 
- 
en 


(392) 


' manifeſt +the power of” 
| his Grace, ' and the- 


rights of his Mercy, he - 
will turn.a man in his ; 


fal Career to Hell, as 


he did Paul, So he t1- 


 ſually makes - Nature- 
and other- Means-fub-... . 
ſervient- to his/ Powocr, . 
:and tothe opera 


his 'Spirit; Yet when 


he- would - give clearer 


Proof of his divine Pow- - 


er, and when ſuch fub- 
fervient means fail; he - 
 thews: that he hath nb. . 
need of them, - OF old 
be fed his people with 
- Bread: mad Heaven, 


while . they were in 2 
W ides-. 


Sas) 


came into the Land of 
GCazxaan, and had: Op 
| portunity to eat of the 

| 2oþ -.12; Corn-thereof,. the Man- 


ſo he- did other P 


YECOVET 


.. Wilderneſs, and could'] 

— or be ſupplied with. 
| Bread in an ordinary. 
Way : But when: they 


Fagpaled: So-,-. when 
by ale . new - Law. 
es; for gaining - 

eater Cred?? Floleg 

e indued him with 
jb tas Gifts,and 
inſj pired him 4mm -5-04 4 - 
ly ys: his Spirit , an | 


x. OS hen- be: andery 

bis Church from. || - 
ſme: notorious Defe- 
ions. * 


a a old 5: ey 5 On he 


(41). 


; \ @ion+ But! ordinarily, 
-we know ,” he- ſerved- 


himſelf of ſuch as had. 
an Education, which fit- 


-ted them for that work, 
_ which he imploied them 
them in ; as will ap- 
-peare- to any- that ſhall 
confider that there were 
places of Education, 
which”? were © called 
| Schools of the Prophets: 


For ir 15- evident froth 


Scripture that there 


' were- certain Com 


nies of them which did 


abide 'togecher .in ſome: 


conſiderable © Number, 


becauſe they: were for- 
cdto 90 and build theta 


an0o- 


| (:42*) 

another Place: and they] 
; 2 Kings 2, WCTIE called Sons 'of- the 
| 3: , .» Prophets, becauſe they 


| c.67, were inſtructed by ſome 
| &c famo 


tamous or eminent per- 
ſon, whom they called: 
Father: Forthere were: 


on.. It is further. evis 


upon . 25: 'an. unuſual” 
_ ehing for the: Spirit of: 
God to come upon any 


but ſuch as were thus: 


| "184m, 10. WaS lookt upon. as ſuch: 
| ps Saul ſhould propheſie ; 


| Mat... Fathers by Ioſtructions] ©: 
==” well as by Generati- | 


dent: that; is; was lookt |  ; 


trained up, becauſe: it-| 
a ſtrange thing that | 


and by the Apology 


7 © Cn: ) - 3 
of "Ole and thi Con- Am: 7. I 
feffion of the falſe Pro- ; Zee, 11 
phet.. Now to bring ” 
= this nearer to:our Pur- 

| poſe: . At. the firſt 

cd: preaching of 'the Goſ- 

"1 pe! God was pleaſed to 

wy confirm it by {igns and z244...4. 
- Wonders,. and diverſe 
Fj Miracles and: Gifts of. 
the-Holy -Ghoſt , -for- 
| the gaining of more 
t- Credit thereto. * And: 
''F then there were Perſons 
| to be ſentforth into ſe- 
veral Nations of the - 
World, which. could 
not ſreik their:Langua- 
ges, nor were inſftrutted 
in many things which: 
might: 


(as 


| mighth be uſeful to them} 
| loyment, | 
_ So Goddid ſupply that 
Defe& by the extraor-: 
dinary work. of his own} 


uch an Imploy 


Spirit :. But when the 


Goſpel was confirined 
by theſe Gifts and Mi-] 
racles, and was plant- 


ed in the ſeveral Nati- 
ons of the World, It 


hath pleaſed. the Lond ; 
to make uſe of ordina- 


ry Means as he did of 
Old, to. be ſubſervient 


to his Spirit in 'ſuch |. 


Miniſtrations as are far 
the - Good of his 
Church ; ſo that there 


Is not ſuch a diſtin&t 
eVi- 


PF oP ad A. 6g 3 


(45) 


ing and praying, as 
Church: Yet we' may 


| evident Affiſtance © of 


the Spiritnow in preach- r ar. 14. | 


IT'S. 


'F was in the Primitive 


obſerve whom it hath 


pleaſed 'God to make 


*1- uſe of, for the ' work 


ofthe Miniſtry, for the 
perfecting of the Saints, 
for the edifying of the 
Body of Chriſt. | 
Tf any ſhall to whar 
I have Ga, object, That 


. of old when any were 
' .affed by the Spirit of 
God ( though there were 


Societies of ProphetF ) it 


Came evidently u on them 


and. there Was uch 4 dt- 


Ui ne 


Eph, 4 4+123 


a 
vine Power upon them, as) | ot 
it did plainly appear they} Tho 


were not atted by thery} com 
own Spirit , but -': the' ly : 
Spirit of God. - } .it is 

I anſwer ; the Spi- } We 


* of God _ then ta], .Ca1r 
them acror to oy 
diſpenſation ich they 
were then under, pu 200 
Fats to his manner; } it. « 
upon the} ſuc 
Proghens'n 'old. And } the 
we. may obſerve 2 ma-'| Ra 
nifeſt Difference be- | of 
twixt the Work of: the 1 the 


SF irit upon: the. Pro-'] fn 
hets under the - Old } in: 
Teſtament, and ſuch as | 0 


were extraordinarily | of 
git-. Bo” 


(47) 


A t had the Spur 


| upon them one- 

ly Lon Ep be 2 as 

it is freque 

| <a : Gag _ 2 Kings 4+ 
4.came to themat ſuch 227. 
promptyn=pag een 

| the uch-a | ; 

a. _—— to roi | 
it. came. upon them in. 

ſuch a_ manner, that 

they were as men.in a 
Rapture or EC . OuE 
- | of themſelves, fo that _ 
"NM they uſed range Ge- 1 S478. 19. , 
1 ſtuxes ſametimess, and 24. 

| in their ſtile they ſpeak 

not. after, the manner 

of men, but: paſs from 


one 


"OTE... HW ctw 1qt =. . -a—_ *- 
you "1 S *s. $* 4 _ p 6 y F? : _ F , c 
f | wed = 4 . » ® : £42% vr $i iv y 
TVS » H : . Cw; k * 4 EPL , ? * 8 Ari - ee 23 Su IE 4*:. v 
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(48) 
ene thing ro another, 


not obſerving any Me] 


thod or” Connexion of 
things\of the ſame Na- 
tureor Argument. 'But' 
under the New Teſta- 
ment they had a more! 
conſtant habitual -Aſ- 
ſitance of the: Spixit, 
whereby they were'mo- 
ved more agreably" to 
their Natures, © ina 
more ſober  -rationaF 
way 3 So that their ſtile 
is more even, compoſ'd,' 
and one T_T depen- 
ding more methodically 
upon another; and they” 
are not-ſo diſu ltorious* 
as the Prophets, inake-' 
| ing 


"224 


| 


"8 


den Tranſitions from 


_ natural Way or Man- 


| obſerved 4s the Trand. 


and prophetical men of 
Old. 


(49) : I 
ing frequent and Tud- @ + 3 


one SubjeCt ro another, 
of a quite different Na. 
ture; Hine igreable | here- 
to is the ordinary Aſ- 
fiſtance which" we-now 
have from the Spirit 
of God; whick being 
in ſacks 4 'calnie - con- 


ner, is "not [fo eaſily 


ports,”-or more "violent 
Motions ' of.”Prophers 


Andas in ER. 5 T, 
when men have, by-giv- 
ing attendance toRead- 1 Tim. 4, 

D 73s 


(59) 


-ing'8 Study,both:gova | , 


ſtock of habitudl Know: 


. 


livering -4.9Emmon., . -if | 


to ſuggeſt things. 'w | 


his own wiſe and holy | 
End, which they nevert. 


. thought of in their Pre- 
paragion;; as: in the caſe | 
of daftin,who converted 
:Kirmes 4 Manichec,b 


< 
*beſides [his Igtention,' 

fall upon in his preach- 
[0g And the-cxperi- 


neſs 


QTESPESQYSSSS 


amething which he did, | 


ence of many-can-wit- | 


by. 


{(5t/ 


nd{sirhat they ſhave halt 


-many *things "brought 


ico mint! in 'Preaching 
which they hall never 


ed. '$o in'Pray- 


_ er; tho zh the *: ifit 
661Gold 4 ina- 
ily - affiſt - either Minit- - 
ftevs ©or -private [Chri- 
. ſtians, Toaghe dill thoſe 


that *hail *the "Gift of 
Prayer.im the primitive 
Chureh:; but they do 
erdinaril! conſider Mit 


 Errand i 
ts Goll LI 


yet; -as is fail” in .ano- 
ther Cafe, there'is ma- 


 ny-tiines given thens j11 Mx. 107 


that hour what they"® 
TY D 2 ſboal 


(52) 


vers things ſuggeſted to ! 


oct ſteals away Good 
things from.us. And 
though I would not im- 


is in the Prayers of 
Chriſtians alwayes to 


of the Spirit; -yet, on. 
the .other Hand, we 


wholly to the uneven 
working of mens Fan- 
gies , or the different 


. motion of the natural. 
Spirits. An- 


pute the difference that | 


the unequal - Afiſtance | 


Gould ſpeak:s And a | 


them by the. Spirit of, | 
God, who'doth doubtleſs 

- put into them . many {| 
ny things;as the evil 


ſhould not impute it | 


O < CO D&S "1 = MM MY A I-28 i 5-4 


Anotherlnfirmiry which 


mAAyv. 


5 ww FOUCtT pw pus fa 


things promiſed, which- 
'were to be fulfilled in £-t4.r.206 


d.< = 7 S > & oa- 


(53) 


we are ſubje& to in our 
praiers,is,{nubelief.T That 
this 1 ISA ſinful In ity, 
ts evident from the diſ- 
pleaſure of God againſt 
the Noble-man that 
would' not believe the 
plenty that ſhould bein * LW 7a 
Samariz ; and ' a ainſt- * : 

the man 7 acharis, 
Fs ped not 7 xo the 


their ſeaſon, **And we 
are ſubjet: to this In- 
firmity in three - caſes 
eſpecially : Firſt, when" 
we are under great and 
Clear convidtions'of Sin ; 
D- 3 when 


WI; 


(; 5 Y 


and: reprefented by-the 


Circumſtances -. whicks, 
Nay; avape.it,, Bux; 
firſt , the, pardon of. ig- 
matter',: but an a of 
| _ Divine Power. As M#. 
Nurm.. 14, ſes praies: that the. Pow. 
B7- er.of the- Lord. nay be;- 
areat therein, I-know. it- 


his- power in bringing; 
chan ioto- che Las of 
Cantarn,apen the pardorw. 
of their fir: Bus yet itis-. 
an-at of Divine power-- 
to pardon ſin, in that-- 


ſet in: axder before us, F 


may' be intezpreted o6- - 


noe rearnhoOrEPERPER 


God : 


that 


themſelves with - 


_ Gxch a diſappiiite 
ment aggravate * ir 
trouble. .; Thus 7 


pry 


| believe It. Of: pleale 


(36) 
was backward tobelieve | 
the © rior of his © 
Son-Foſeph,looking upon } . 

It as Ayn. tobe | 
 erue. So when Chriſt | 
was riſen, they believed | 
not for joy.” Od nimis 
wolurmns haud fatile cre- | 
dim & tarda folet mag- | 
mis rebis intfſe * fides., 
Whereas '  unhumbled } 
ſinners that were never 
made ſenſible of the-evil | 
of ſn, are ſo ready to be- 
heve © the pardon of it, | 
that they can hardly” be-. 
lieve that God will pu- 
niſh -it, but think it 
would be rigour and ſe. 
verity in him ſo to we 


we are'in' great” ſtraits 


Iſraelites, Car God far- vPrlys pw 


are cutoff for our: part. 


» ny, guc® — T5 aw# CGI | 


of ſtrong faith in A{bra- 


ed;;, - Sometimes | God 
ſeems to be. angry a I 
 gainſt-the prayers Yb Prak80.4: 
people; and-when t 
- pray, things 90 

| D. 5. 


'C+7) 
-Aſﬀecond caſe, is;when 


and difficulties ;: as the 


nifb a table in the Wilder- 
neſt? Can theſe dry-bones Fnik. 37; 
live ?Our hopeis loſt, we '7* = 


It is made an argument 


ham, to believe in hope EY 
againſt hope. I 
'A third caſezis,when 
the anſwer of our pray- - 
ers is deferred .or deny-- 


"0 


bn Kc. -Y 


(:58-) 


and worſe. And it was | 


an t:of ſtr 
Faith ins the. woman 
. Gavuay, that ſhe did nat 
— emo 


-, whendixſt Chriſt ſeemed . | 


- not to regaad her/ pray-. 
ers: He: anſwered her | 
noea word, and when he 
did anſwer, did incffe&- 
_ deny her, telling. them , 
that He war fert 20: the - 


hu ops i the _ IF. 


ſhe per- 
Chcd in her. funt,. up- 


..bzaids her ag one. unhe - 
for mercy; this: wantalte-- 


banal 


OOTY 


T9" WE 


 totakerthe cloldrents bread - | 
| amd caſt it nwto dogs It i IS-; 


FRYTYT TTY Ms, 


I 
bo 


_ 


well as: beg; 


ev;bc | | 


Pal 365 


| Matt. 9 


Rom 8.15. 
IG-. 


(60) 
encouragement to do'1*; 


'S _— ; hedoththis by 


witnefling to usgur A4 


filial boldneſs, crying to 


him, - Abba, Father, | 


Many ſuppoſe-this te- 


ſtimonyi of the:Spirit 60 


be 'an internal 'imniedt- 


- ate evidence of the Spi- 


xit of -God'to. the 'Squl 
of a-Betievet Jaying (as 
Dev3d rayes )' 1i'aas 
Sabvazion',, Þ nk as 
 fiok® of the- Palſy; Ys thy 


” fins-1 ure! forgives, thee. 


. Now to. afftmn:'ithete-1s 
wo Kick: Ss 
Pt- 


| doption, ſo-: as 'we can |. 
come'*to- God : with a 


he 


O00] | 
Spirit, becauſe we find 
Karr thing .in-our 
ſelves, is as the-Philo= 
ſophers -ſpeak,-tomea- 
furevertue by our ſelves; 
andtothink nothing cati 
be.done which -weccan: 
notdoourſelves: Seneca - 
Epif. 71.) And for-what 
is objected. againſt this; - 
from the - countenance 
that it gives to Exthuſe 
«[mes; and pretences to 
ſecret? inſpiration, and 
the - tendency: that. .it 
hath to make: men -de- 
ceive - themſclves--by 
Satanical -fuggeſtions 
and deluſions, It is:ari- 
bmered, that though 4 
4 E-- 


(6); 


Teltimony be not medi. mm 


ately by the Word; it-is.;| 
alwayis-according to the :| 
Ward:fathat. men-do in || 


vain- pretend to fucha } | 


Teſtimony, while+ they || 
have-nat theſe charatt- | 
exs:of the -Children-of/| 
God; which" the: Sevip-- 
of Cen, d has: 
n: an 
_ the Spirit doth witneſs. | 
fa plainly: and'clearly, | 
anita: fer. a 'manabove: 
all fuſpitzon .of __ 1 
as "_ did the A | 
S: Prophets,m 
they:- were . Nd , 
thereby. . _—_ it:as- 
not- denied. that men 


a 3 
en. 
G 


| cxeate Scruples' inthe 
- minds: of __ who 
EET 
8 ar os 
ST -ox boaſt of what. Chet i: 
. | - hath: hot wrought in. 
T. chem, cannot Jay 
IN wan 


Rab. 12.x:called IW:rneſſes, a | 


( 64) 


they everhad any ſuch | -.: 
Teſtimony. Neither will 
"theſe places. of  Scrip- | 
ture which are alledged | 
wn this caſe prove any 
' ſuch thing: fornotonly | 


things are ſaid to- wit- 


neſs in Scripture, which | 


cafi do itonly objective- 
ly , as the heap of ſtones 


caſt up by Facob:, Fobts- | 
Wrinkles and Leannels, | 
our fins; But perſons, | 


according to Scrip- 


- ture, . do witneſs ob- 
jeively by. their at | 
ons, in reſpe&t of which | 


thoſe mentioned by the 
Apoſtle, Heb. 11, are 


CATS. 2 DS: 
if' it be. further urged 
that the Apoſtle ſaith, 
| the Spirit himſelf witneſ- 
| feth, not. his Graces, I 
. | anſwer, God himſelf is 
| faid to witneſs, when he <0": 4.9% 
, | doth it only by the : 
Effets or Operations ,,, , 

of the HolyGhoſt. So | 
that the..Spirit himſelf 
may be ſaid' to witneſs . 
| to our Spirits,, or. with 

| -our- Spirits, when He 
as us and' leads us.. 
Yet I'will not deny thar 

the. Spirit doth. more 

| wands affuring- us of 
'| ouradoption, as a Spi-- 
|| ritof Wiſdom and Re--zpb. ra7-. 
' velation, in the know- 
ledge. 


to. diſcern.thoſe Chara | 
Qersof Divinity which: 

_ .- arc inthe Scrigture;;evie- 
dencing the Authority 

of it, and likewiſe to; 

know the-. things. that-| 

are. freely given to us.af | 

God. or. to. diſcern. ar -| 

make a right Judgment-} 

of the .Work-of Grace | 

in:our own Souls,- ſome | 

way anſwering to. the. 

gift of diſcerning of Spi- 

rits in the Primitive. 
Church: -And this 15. 

one: effect of the Spi--| 
| x 691%". xit.,  tq..calighten. our : 


IO: 


4 & . 
#23 


<<" 


- 2 O 


_ 
t 


| Undarſtandings ,. © to) 
| know: _ the. Exceeding 7, 1.33. 


 towasds: thoſe: thas. be*- 


Lafi o LED he Rod =» > d: ud » "ww PT _ 
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(7) 


neſs of his: Power 


eve. But” what ever- 
ning che” manner, yer 
fr che: thing 


Fou-- Mat.16. n_ 
getfulneſs is many” 
tanes 2. cauſe of Ulnbe-: 

hef.; and the Remem-. 
branceof what God hath: Deut.7.17 : 
done - 


(68 ) 
| Pfetepin and others, a great ſup. 


port to our Faith 
Now-' Chriſt promiſed 


whatſoever he had fait 


rified in his effefting 
or. accompliſhing. what 
Chriſt had foretold :'As 


Feb» 2.37 the Teal of Chriſt Fly! 


| that which: was written 


of thine Houſe hath catem: 
me up» But yet this may 
| have 


that. the. Spirit ſbould | 
| Pfem8-35 bring to Remembiein 


Fob.14.26 to his © Diſciples. . I| 
know this might. be've- 


when'the Dyſciples ſaw | 


purging the Temple,” it 
put them in Mind of | 


in the Pſalms, the Zeak 


done both for our ſelves | - 


: i. tad 


.* 
. 


(69) 
have a further meaning : 


-F and, as hedoth aſliſt our 
| other faculties, ſo he 
| may the memory alſo; 


not only by habitual 
Grace, diſpoſing _ our , 
hearts- to .the love of. p/;1, ,1g: 
heavenly things, which: 97. 
makes us more frequent- 

ly. think of them z but 
by ſuggeſting things to 
us, as occaſion requires, 
which -45 not improba- ; 
ble. 1f we conſider that ** **** - 
the Divilt ſteals things 
qut of our hearts;where- 


. by we become forgetful 


kearers, and not doers 
of the Word; ſo that 
the holy Spirit,to coun- 
cerwork 


"Gor. 21. 
V4 16 19. 


(p)) 


-tex=wark :him,:doth 'o : 


"ven _—_ —_ in «the 


hrs. of cnriirar) L- 
back awhat By 
: the: Devil hath ſtolken | 


" .bring 


away, Anil further, 
"weikmow!by -exporiones 
*thavit hath —_ _ 


many Chriſtians, '@ | 
Hagar ithat ifate | 


with 
- and ywept as'if:there-was 
no way 
mult iperich »for avant 
- ob water; [till God ope- 
ned cher Eyes to Tee 4 


wellof Water: 'S6 ma- 


nyhave refuſed :to be 


camiforted , forgetting 


the A Or. _ 
Q- 


but ther 'Son' | 


gunner 


a 


ve tg B & 


-y 


@ 2 


= GC) 
;, ſolationwhich- ſpeaketh Heb,12.5- , 
2 them .as ro Childrens 
| cll Come Promiſe or ©- 


| - cher pA (age of Scripture 


| : hach-been. .Cuggeſted-t9 
which, as 


| them 3 from 
{from Walls of Salvation, {4.12.3 


> drawn Wa- 


AA4tt.21: 
2 p 4 


Mark 11, 


' the times of the ' Apo- 
les, not -being now | : 


(72) 


rim; and Edward the % ap 
fixth , when he prayed | + 


for his Tutor Sir Fohs | | 


Cheek. But theſe are} -55% 


extraordinary «caſes; 
neither is want of Faith 
herein an TInfirmity:} - 
That Faith-of Miracles, 
which ſome had in Pray- 
erin Chriſt's time, and 


repuired of us. + {| 
>> Another Infirmity | 
which. we are liable to 
in our Praiers, is, Hy- | 


pocrifie 5 when we flats | 556 


ter God with our mouth, 


and1lye.to-him with our }- -,, 


Tongue: And this hap- 
pens | 


| rotting as we are Ccon- 
yinced 1h otit conſcien- 
ces We ought to pray; 
'of, as we have been 
tanpht by Forms, or b- 


| de t brivg 'bur Mars 


| Pgo xteleſtens miſer valde, (3: ©-7- 


(97 I 
| "happens. in two caſes, 
"Erlt, when we pray ac- 


therwiſe, to pray : and 

Þ the matter of _ovr 

Prayers” is ſuch as''it 
"ought to be," 'but we 


-ro'confent there- 


big or our corrupt luſts 
put in exceptions, and 
plead foran indulgence; 
*as nf in Tngenionfly 


<confef es of himfelft” At confen, 


nitſer in exordto ipftits- hp. 


le- 


_ (74) 
leſeentie , 
ram 4 te 'cafti tatem, < 


dixeram : da mihi Cafti 
tatem &+ Gontinentiam, 
ſed noli mode, Timeban | 


enim ne .me cito exaudi 
res, ( cito ſanares 4 
Morbo C oncupt iſcentit; 


quam mulebam explen | 
That] 
1s, Ia Woman young | 
.man, 0 happy in the} 


quam extingui.: 


very b ing of .my 
youth, Bo even then 


Aefices Chaſtity of thee, 


and ſaill, , give me Chas 
flity 2nd Continency: 
Pur do not give it me 


yet; for 1 was 
leſt thou ſhouldft hear 


etiam petie- - Ri 


me 


(75) | 
F me roo ſoox, and ſhouldſt. 

| too ſoon cure me of my 
Diſeaſe of Incontinen- 
, | cy, which Ideſire rather 

| to have | ſatisfied than 
\ | extinguiſhed... Thus 
many take upthe words 
of David, (as;- it is::to00 
ordinary, far,, men-.to 


-| make uſeof expreſſions 


| borrowed, from - Scrip- 
| ture toifill-up.their pra- 
yers/ without that ſpiric 
wherewith . they - were - 


, there: ſ poken ) Set. 4 


Watch, O Lord, before '. 141.37 
Mouth ; keep the door 
f my Lips; 'When they 
Iota be loth to be-'ta- 


ken attheir words, .and 
E 2 be 


(76) 


[be kept from CY 
ep them | 


many things, 
God would ke 
from ſhould! he Ter 
- wateh before then; A 
_ -pain, many pray ' 
God would -not "lea 
them nts: tempeatioi 
when they wonld be 
toth to! be kept frotti 
many things 
a fetnptarion'to ther. © 
"The ſecond eale here. 
" Inthis ha peris/is;WHeh 
we pray tof ſuch th 
as we wonld? ini 
havedorie ur ye 
hot have it dons: 
niearts 45 God 


tecting 


which are 


Neclt 
ally 
makes uſe of tor reps”. 


thit | 


WE_e- 


ods! 


| Ring of fuch things: 

' As when, we .pray. moat » 
"ig Hearts, we could. 
* done as Naamen would a Les 


cured,; by ſome miracy-.- 


YY COS HE fs LO I”. 


(77) 


God would humble our 
content to. haye it 
have had his Leproſy 


lus means. which 'may - 
pet us -t0 no trouble ;.- 
but would -not have is, 
dane by, any humbling,” 
Providence. -We would. 
have our - Hearts wea-- 
but not by hdaing! ap;Hol. 3.6." 
our way, with 'Thorpts,: 
or croſing or:diſappoin- 
ting us in our worldly 
Deligns. ' We pray with 


E. 3, ODe-- 


(7) 


would not have it done 


by any ſearching AF. 
Aiction, or trying Pro- 
vidence. This indeed 


is not ſo grofs Hype- 


cnſy as the former; | 
yet he thac doth ſine | 


a wHl the End, 
. doth alſo will the Mcins 
that are ordinarily ne- 
ceſlary ' thereto: Elſe 
we deale with God as 
with a Phyſician whom 
we have ſent for to cure 
ourdifeaſe, but when he 


comes, begin to propoſe 


terms to him: that he 
hall not let us blood, nor 


give 


_—_ 139. David that God would Fi 
fearch ws and try us, but | 


to, 
with 


- fach Terms *. Now the 
Spixit helFs chis Infir- 


undertake his Cure On 


mity by mortifying St 3-7 
thoſe Lufis which are: 
ſo loth to yeeld: TO 


remedy which ÞE doth, - 
us Parta- 


by. \making 
kers of the Divine N4- » Pet. 1-4: 1 
ture; and renewing our PR 
Minds, ind ſetling in 
- our Hearts ſuch Pruaci- 

- "= 4 ples 


Phy, 2013. 


Mat. 5.6, 


, #5 beth FO; will ani to ao. 


( $6-) | 
ples AS"AXC contrary ty ry v 
thoſe ,prejudices: which, F ©** 
wehavetaken up againſt the 
the Waics of God, by-| MB 
renewing our Wills fins. © 
ccrely - to:.'defire the | the 
things which we are to:( 
convinced in; our judge } 
ment that we-ought to. | on 
bil 

E' 

E: 

") 

h 

ſe 

h 

G 


2 
det 
. 


pray for ; -he working in- 


of. bs Good Pleaſure} 
and by quickening out. 
Aﬀe&ions to heavenly 
things, ſoasto make us 
hanger. and thirſt after || 
Rizhteouſuneſſ, that is, 
ſincerely and earneſtly | . * 
to deſire it, | 
The fourth Infirmi- 


fy ' 


( 88 ) 
| ty wherewith ourPrays 
ES Are attended 5 18,.the © 
| the Wandering; of our 
ereto ; @Grawing, ” ol 
0d with pan Los _—_—_ 
and bonouving him with 
aur:Mouths, when:-our 
Hearts:i arenifar from. 
bimy;-Like the: Fool's ,,,,.;. . 
Eys inthe corners of the 24. 
Eargh: :; Now; iour Sas - 
your:tells-0s; ris #29 | 
woofbips: God 1056: ain% 

Ci \ emiah; that F-0e | Bo 4 
or ere oo Jer. 291309 
bim-ywoith Jalb: our Mo 
0: Butzobgt I mayiclear + 


FE 
LIES y 24 
"375 up: 


(88 ) 


up this matter'fo as not | 
to leave 'any unneceſſas | 


ry Scruples in the Mind 


ofrany; I:thall para ' 


' Firff; that there! is': 


Weandering'or "Frifting 
= Prayer, winch is/al: | 
ther ' volunrary'y 


en-men do. nor drall 
ſtrive again 
. make! any; EConlcietice 


_ .. of ce: fach> Prayer' is 


but 1 Lip-Libour'y on, 


1D vmMIaheRab 


bins call ic, which\Gol 
_ , Tegarts nb6/1:-Secobdifs 


there-is a wandring-of 


- Our: minds: bn -Prayes, 
which i tiot properly 


voluntary, :ptoceeding 


&- itt; bf £19) 4 | 


malicious Inje&ions Or 
the Devil. This the Spi- 
rit: doth not free us from 
by any A (itarice wane - 
we have fromhim-:- FC 
Joth not {0 ſybJue our 


. 


: 


fpicitual Enemies, 4s 
wholly t9 diſcharge: v3 
from our fpixirual War- 


© chav. chough- fucÞ 
(s of ourMinds 


a ſtedunc 


* YY V WT FIVE” 
= 
x) 
7: 
6-1 
'K 


(82 ) 


rit:ſhould-{o: far help as, 
as wholly to frees from, 


it. Thirdly; there is a 
Diſtraction or wandring 


in Prayer, proceeding 
from our own neglect:; 
which:, though. we ' do . 
not, as the firſt ſort that, | 
I ſpeak of, wholly give 
way to, but'are-convin-. 
ced that it is {inful ; yet - 
we.do-not, aSWeE- ought, : 
watch and ftrive againſt - 
it, - This is. that, which: . 
many. bt. the. Ancients 
complain.ot;whoſewords 2: 
I ſhall- take liberty to.. 


tranſcribe, that we may; 


fee if | we: are; troubled; ' 
wh! ſuch wandrspgs, our. ; 


caſ, E= 


yer £25 - 


(85) 
caſe . is. not; ſingular * 
yet, what a ſence good - 
men have had-of .this in: - 
firmity, - hear how. Aw: 
mum 85, Ipſe plerungue - 


. orationes impediuntur Us. 


nis-cogitationibis, ita ut 
wix ftet: cox ad; Dean fur - 
us, 6 vntt; ſe Fent re (th, 
flet 6 yuodammedd fugit 
aſe, nec inuenict cancer: 
bas quibus ſe'inelutat, ant: 
objces guoſdans quitue. ts 
tincat -avolationes ſugs 0. © 


ge quoſaay mote, Ec. 
- Our Prayers. are Uiftxa- 


Qed withvainthoughts; . 
fo-that :0ut hearts can- - 
notkeepeloleito-Godgor 
FO — ſtand ; 


©... 
ftand Rill with him ; it 
doth, as it were, flee 


fromit ſelf, and there are 
no bounds to: be ſet to 


the extravagant motions 


of it: and he ſhould have 
_ his own caſe 


ſingular if he | had not 


p Sam 7, found David ſaying in 


certaine* place, 'Thy ſer- 
vant hath found his heart, 
zo pray-to thee; Foro he 
reads that place, Dae- 
niam invent Domine cor 
meum ut orarem\ad te: 
Whereon' he obſerves; 
that David faith:, that 


be found. his Shave As 


though his heart were 
went to-Hleeaway from 


3: 


(87 ) 
 kim,and he forced to-run 
after this fugitive, and 
not being able to- over- 
take it himſelf; to cry to 
the Lord, My heart hath 
teft me. - SO GCyprian''it 
Orat. Dominic. Having 
' made many*complainrs 
on' like occaſions, adds; 
Duomodote andpri a\\Deo 
pofhulas; Sum Teviþſe not 
audias: Visefſe Deummes 
more 1 ui cum. 10g d6;00Rd 
#n-ipſe nemor-tug 1100: fiss 
We. would\haye God to 
mind and hbarkento:our 
Prayers, when we donor 
zegard! them our ſelves, 
So Ferom complainshow 
ſg foequently inhis 


YTray-, 


( $8 ) 
Prayers walking |/.in the! 

Galleries, or caſting up 
his Accounts, of drawn. 
away. by: iſome- filthy: 
thoughts, 'andi;addes, 


Do me think Fonah pray: 


ed. thi ©. Or the three 
Children? or: Davie! 4: 
mung. the-Eyous ? Ont the 


Tha/fe \uhon tbe: DGreſit 


So. Sadvrev allo ;; 


quippe ord himituien, lit" | 
Gerda. wegutt:-\ Et. dum: 


Ae; ALS. 
plangantsſeniſu furar axe 
uitautary: Mende rone 
thing withtheir Mouths -. 
with:their '- 


mfr bis. 


anothenthur 


Cd aw dit... Sa. FR 


ot Sn Ee 


( 89) 
&, with the other ſtu- 
y how they may fin for- 
the future, See more of 
like Nature in' Berzard' 
de interiori Dome | (aps 
29.33. And Bilarmine- 
himſelf, howeverhe may. 
write in heat of Contro- 
verſie abour free-wil and 
the Grace of God, yet 
in that Book which he- 


- faies himſelf he had read' 


three or four times, and: 
purpoled to exerciſe 
himſelf frequently in the 
reading of, having found: 
itſo ofeful co him(where-. 
as he read his other 
Books only when. he was 
forced thereto ) 1 _ 
"H 


Born, © H uw 
bis Book de Aſcenfione 


aentis in Deum, com- 


plains that he could not | 


do the good which he 


would, but did the evil | 


which he would not; 
and particularly when 
he would ſet himTelf to 
Prayer, his Mind -wan- 
dered from him, and 
drew him to other 
things, and before he 
was aware his Prayer 
was interrupted and he 
was deceived by his I- 
magination , and a li'tle 
after he adds, © uare A4- 
zima mea fi ſapis nolt de 
wiribs liberi arbitrit gle- 
riari donec piryuventas ad 
— libertatem 


4 —_—_— _ k 44 —— CD : 


(91) 


hibertatem glorie filiorum S 


| Des: thatis,Wherefore,O 


my ſoul, if thou be wiſe, as 
not boaſt of the Power of 
Freewill till thow come to 
the glorious Liberty f the . 
Fons of God, Grad. 8. 

pag.176,177. and Grad. 


16, pag. 321. ſpeaking 


of thoſe words of the A- 


poſtle, 12 Many things we Jam. 3. 2. | 


offend all, he adds, What 


muſt we ſaythat fall fo fav 


ſhort of the flee of the 


Apoſtles © We pray to God, 
and preſently our Imagt- 
nations carry us away to 
think of other things ; 
ind we turn the back as 
it were os God, Now 
thus 


( 92 ) 
thus to trifle with God 
in Prayer is: very. '\unſut+- 
table ta the Majeſty and. 
Greatneſs of that God 
whom we' ſhould ſerye- 
with Reverence and god- 
ly Fear; very  unbe- 
coming thoſe- that have, 
Or. heal have- ſuch a. 
ſenſe 'of the Worth of.: 
thoſe things we pray 
for,; and the need' 
which . we ftand.. in, of 
them; and ſuch Pray- 
ers Are. no way anſwe- 
rable to thoſe exprefli- 
ons. of Scripture, where- 
by the. Nature of Pray- 
er is ſet forth ; aswreſt- 
ling with God; ſtriving 
with : 


. ('s3) 

with - him ; pouring Out Rom. 15,2 

#Priayer toihim ;, pouring Bo _ 
out vr heart before him, Paoz,r, 
erytug to him; ſearchis : 

7 1 bio with all £ as, "0 
Firring np our . ſelves to 5,00 
Fake hold on him lifting = ſz.64,, 

.. | :uþ 087 Soul to him: So 

that we loſe muchof the 

Comfort and Benefit 'of 

our --Prayers, and fin- 

ding - little Sweetnels 

therein andrare- returns 

thereto, | 4nother'' evil 

follewes herewpon, and 

that is Tediouſneſs or 

'Wearineſs -of- 'Spirtt 
therein, It is with us, 

as with Servants that 

o0e with their Maſters 

waen 


Rs 3. aa” aa od 


(94) 
when they viſit theis 
Friends: The Maſter 
who is taken into ſome 


inner Room; and hath 


the delightful Converſe 
of his Friend, and ſome 


Collation or Banquet to 


entertain him, thinks 
; time haſtens too faſt a- 
way z while. the Scr- 
vant that ſtayes withour, 
and hath no Company 
to converſe with,-nor a- 
_ ny thing to refreſh him, 
thinks tame long and te- 
dious. Or, it is with 
men in Duties of Reli- 
-gion, as in reading 
Books: A School-boy to 
perform his task- toyls 
py; 


— ——_—- _— V & = # 


mo TY wy ww 


. $ 
hp 


(95) 
about. words, without 
regard to the Matter 
thereby expreſſed, and 
burdens his Memory 


_ with -what he un- 


derſtands not: But when 
he comes to be a man, 
and capable of Under- 
ſtanding the Matter of 
the Book, and to ſuck 


out the Marrow and 
| Sweetneſs of it 5 what 


was.a burden to him be- 
fore, - is now a Delight. 
So, while we are Chri- 


ſtians only by Profeſſion, 


we tire our ſelves with 


the meer, out-ſide or 


ſhell of Duties ; But 


when we come to be 


Chriſti- 


(-96 


learned 


*Chriſtians in truth, - we | lear 
-come to the marrow and | erc' 
kirne! thereof, "and fo | give 
they are ſweet and de- | Thi 
Tightfulto ns, Now the | tha 
Spirithelps the diftraQti- | Ind 
-on and wandring of our | add 
Tninds, and conſequent: | "Fl 
ly the tediouſnefs and | pra 
wearineſs that followes | Su} 
*therenpon,by-making in- .| Pre 
-teyteſſion' for us with groz- | Pr: 
- 83s which cannot be ut- | Cat 
*tered; infpiring us-with fea 
thoſe earneft and fervent | Tat 
Aeffres which our tongues | Ke: 
( that ordmarily oot-ron | bun 
our defires) are not able | no 
to expreſs. * And it -is | im 
the firſt dire&tion that'a | Toi 


wa 


(Oey. 
learned Man, in his ex- 
erciſes of 'holy living, 
gives againſt Wafdring 
Thoughts '-in. Prayer, 
bran, ſides the 'troral 
Induſtry chat \we ſhould 


add, to,be ſteady in our 


Thoughts, we fhould 
pray for: the Spirit of 
Supplicationi,” and uſe 


Prayer to be affiſted. in 
Prayer * And as God rf '.86. 


can unite gur Hearts tg **- 
fear his Nathe,. £0 he 
Tan unite et. ..Or 
keep” them elofe” -unto 


biniſelf 1 in. Prayer.. For, 


not to infiſt upon that 
immediate or hyſi cal 
Influx that he may have 


; * Þ up- 


ACTS.3.5. 


( 98 ) 
upon. our Minds: to de- 
termine them to any par- 
ticular, Objet, we may 
conceive how this may 
be done in a moral way, 
as a. Spirit of "Wiſdom 
and Revelation aſſiſting 
our Underſtandings in 


the knowledge of Spiri- 


tual things, that having 
a due Senſe 0 f the Ma- 


jeſty and, Greatneſs of 


God with whom.we have 
to do, and the Neceſſi- 
ty and Excellency of the 
things we pray. for, our 


Minds may -be more in- 


LES E 


tent and fixed on the Ob- 
jet and Matter, of our | 


Prayrs: as the lame man 


- ave 
#4 


bk oo OED. at. med art pA i URIs 


Le) 


(99) 
gave heed to Peter and 
John,expetting zo r2cerve 
ſomerhing trom them. 
Further; the Spirit of 
God doth both encou- 
rage our moral Induſtry, 
and- likewiſe afliſt us 


| therein. And as I be- 
fore explained the Greek 


Word, here uſed in the 
Text, helps or takes over 


| - agaizft ws, by giving us 


ſome ſweet taſts of Spi- 
ritual Comforts in Pray- 
er. As the learned man 

laſt mentioned, obſerves 
in the beginning of Re- 
ligion moſt frequently, 


+F andat other times irre- 


' gularly, God complies 


2 with 


( 100) 
with our Infirmities, and 
encourages our Duty, 
with little overflowings 


of ſpiritual Joy,and ſen- 


ſible Pleaſure and Deli- 
cacies and Prayer, ſo as 
we ſcem to feel ſome lit- 
tle beam of Heaven, and 
great refreſhments from 
the Spirit of conſolation; 
though he addes, chat 


it is not ſafe for us al- | 
ways to expect them, for 
when we do ſo, it 1s apt | 


to make. us cool in our 
enquiries. and waitings 
upon Chriſt when 'we 
want them. This ſeems 
to' be 'that *which the 
Church means by be- 


ing 


( 102 -} 


ing brought into the cham- Cant.1,4% 


bers of her beloved, which 
are places of moſt inti- 
mate and fanuliar con- 


verſe, and into the Ban- b 
quetting-houſe, or Wine- 


cellar, to taſte thoſe ſpi- 
ritual Comforts which 


are as the beſt Wine, 
that cauſeth the Lips of canr.7.9; 


thoſe that are aſleep to 


- ſpeak, and though we. 


taſt not theſe. Comforts 
alwayes in Prayer, nor 
frequently ; though this 
be, as Bernard ſaith, r4- 
ra Hora, a time that ſel- 
dom happens; yet, as 


Davids Soul longed to v4.6, c; 
| ſke Gods Powerand Glo- : 


F.3 ry 


ant. 2.4. 


( 102 ) 


ry as he had ſeen it in 


his SanQuary ; ſo this 
will make us long and 
hope to taſte ' the like 
 xefrethments 1n prayer : 


as a good man when he. 
had loſt a Son, and was 
very much af/izFed there- 
by, he was obſerved on 


a ſudden to be very 
chearful'; and being ask- 
ed what was the reaſon 
of ſo: ſudden a change 
he anſwered, that to en- 
joy thoſe comforts which 


he had tcund with God: 


in prayer, he could be 
content to. loſe a Son e- 
very day in the year. 
The Fifth and laſt in- 
firmity 


( 103 ) 
firmity which IT ſhall 
ſpcak of, is Sorrow Or 
Grief, which many times 
makes the ſoul as a Vel- 
ſe] without vent.. Cars 
 livis loguuntur, ingentis 
ſtupent , light afftiittions 
do many times makes us E/.:6.15; 
pour out our prayers 

to God,but great aſflict1- 

ons amaze and ſtupifie. 

So the Pſalmiſt was ſo 
troubied, that he- could 7/1.77.4- 
not ſpeak, Yet this 1s 

an infirmity; for we 

ſhould pour. out our 
complaint before the 
 Lardeven when we: are 7/-.102.t. 
overwhelmed. Now,ac- | 
cording as this ſorrow 

F-4 -- Of 


_ LO 3» 


( 104 ) 
or trouble is different, ſo 
is the means whereby 
the Spirit doth help | or 
caſeus. Sometimes Our 


affliction may be very 
great, and we may: be 


preſled out. of meaſure 


2 Cer, + above ſtrength, as Paul 


was-10 Aſia; and then 


God 'pities-us, as a Fa- ; 


ther pities his Children: 


_ and, as when the Spirits 


are exceedingly oppreſ- 


ſed, we apply Cordials 


which may relieve them, 
and enable the. {ick. per- 
ſon to breath ; ſo God 


doth by his Spirit ſhed - 


abroad his love into our 
hearts, which doth re- 
 heve 


(105 ) 


leive and revive the Soul 2m. 5. 5 


by a more immediate 
virtue, then thoſe com-- 
forts, whichby. degrees 
we. relieve . our Zives 
with, by . communing - 
with-our own hearts, or 
meditating.onthe Scrip- 
tures : as: Cordials do-- 
-not require time or na- 
tural ſtrength to concoCt. 
them, and turn them to- 
 Nouriſhment,. as meat 
doth ; but immediately 
. diffuſeth its virtue to the 
ſudden. cheering or re- 
vival . of the - Patient... 
Sometiumes- Chriſtians 
are (as I may fay) ſul- 
len; l:ke Ahab when he 
F.5: could 


( 106) 
could not have Naboth's 
IKjn.31 4 Vinyard, being exceed 
ingly diſcontented at 
ſome worldly croſs or 
diſappointment; as F6- 
Fer.4.r,8. 24h at the withering of 
his Gourd; and at Gods 
ſparing of Ninive; of 
they do too much © give 


themſelves therein ; as 
Ffal.77-2. the. Pſalmiſt tefaſed to 
be comforted; Now the 
way to deal with- fuch, 
ſeiences.to a due ſenſe of 


may more earneſt] y pray 


it :. 


way to grief,and indulge - 


is to awaken their Gon- © 
the evil of fin, that they. 


for the pardon of it, or _ 
Tore prize the patdon of 


| | ter matters to excrciſe 


(107 ) 
it; and think with them- 
ſelves. they have great- 


their minds, then thoſe * 
that they trouble them-- 
ſelves ſo much with ;- or 
that God hath done ſo 
much for them in the 
pardon of their fins, that 
they ſhoul1- not take 
outward troubles ſo grie- Feb 2. 19, 
_ viouſly at the hands of 
God, bue be content to: 
receive ſome evil from 
him, having received ſo 
much ook : .as when 
David. was ſo excced- is 194: 
ingly troubled at the 
death: of Abſalom, Foab 
rouſed him out of his 
; dumps. 


(-108”) 
dumps, by repreſenting 
to him his unkindneſs to 
his faithful SubjeRs,anl 
how this a& of his might 
be juſtly - interpreted 3 
and likewiſe. the great 
danger which might-en- 


_ . ſye thereon, by. his peo- 


pie leaving him while he 


did ſo, diſcourage them : 
and this made him ſhake 


himſelf from . his ſor- 
row.- 
I ſhall in a few -words 


apply what -I have ſaid 


on this Subje@; and this 
" may, . oY 


- 


excceding impotent. we 


are te that which. is 
good; ; 


Firft, inſtru us. how 


j ( 109 ) 
B res there--is nothing 

oth more. fully. con- 
vince us of our weakneſs, 
then our inability. to 
pray. .We might think, 
if. we conſidered. things 
only in the Idea, as they 
ſpeak, without  conſult- 
ing experience, that if 
we could do any thing 
we might. pray ;-it be- 
ing that which our ne- 
ceſlity doth ſo:far en- 
force us to,-thatit might 
ſeem. enough...to us to 
have liberty to... pray : 
but.-we. ſee, that as we 
cannot call Chriſt Lord 
without the Spirit; ſo we- 
cannot call Gad Father: 
By OE with- 


(110) 

without the aſhiſtance 
thereot z nor pray either 
for matter or manner, 


as we ought, without it.. 


Wherefore it ſeems 
range to me that any 
wiſe confidering man 


ſhould reduce the whole 


intereſt of the Spirit in 
the Prayers of Chriſti- 


ans, to'that extraordina-- 


ry gift in the primitive 
times, whereby, as they 


ſay, thoſe that were to - 


pray for. others, were 
enabled to: ask thoſe 
things which were uſeful 
for them. and: to teach 
others how to form their 
prayes; and ſo, that to 
_ pray. 


v 7 


"C3 
pray in the holy Ghoſt, F#4e20, 
enjoyned by the Apoſtle,: 

was to keep to the pub- 

lick Afembly, and joyn 

with him that was then 
aflifted in-his Prayers by 

the holy Ghoſt, And 

that this gift | when 1t 
ecaled, was ſupplied by 

ſct prepared forms for 

daily and- conſtant uſes; 
provided by ſuch as had - 
benefited under 'thoſe 
that had ſach gifts, and 
remembred ſome of their 
Forms, or at leaſt the 
method and manneruſed 
by them; and' that Li- 
turgies in the Church 
had their riſe from 
hence. 


CES 
hence, . About the uſe 
of Liturgies in the Pri- 


mitive Church, or the 
authority of- thoſe re- 


commended. to us for 
their venerable antiqui- 
ty, it 1s.not- for. me now 
to ſpeak any thing, but 
by what I have alrea- 
dy ſaid, it appears, that 


the Spirit of God is . | 


further concerned in the 
Prayers of- Chriſtians, 
and I cannot ſee. how 
the Spirit ſhould this 
way make interceſſion 
for us with Groanings 
which cannot be utter- 
ed. . | 
Secondly ; This may 
teach 


C113") 
teach us when ever we 


g0 to God by Frever, 3 Eph-2.18- 


not only to come to him 
by Jeſus Chriſt for ac- 
ceptance, but to look 
to the Spirit for his af- 
ſiltance, Wedonotex- 
pect, nor teach others to 
expect Enthufiaſmes, or 
immediate Inſpirations 
ordinarily in Prayer , 
neither. do. we ſuppoſe 
that men ſhould attend 
ſo for. the aſſiſtance of 
the Spirit, as to forbear 
their Prayers till they 
find themſelves (like ho- 
ly men of old who were - 
the pen-men of the Scrip- 


Y ture) moved by the holy 


Ghoſt, 


(114 ) 
Ghoſt, much leſs do we 


think that all Extempore 


Prayer, as it is called, or 
conceived Prayer, 1s by 


the holy Ghoſt ; neither - 
do we ſuppoſe that thoſe. 


that joyn with others in 
Prayer do not pray by 
the holy-Ghoſt , for he 
afliſts, as to the manner, 
as well as the matter of 
our Prayers , neither do 
we believe that the Spi- 
rit afliſts us to the utmoſt 
of his power, ſo that 
thoſe Prayers wherein 
we have his afliſtance 
ſhould be inevery reſpect 
perfect : . but he- doth, 
as a Spirit of .Grace 
and 


(115) 
and Supplication, not 


 Jonly qualifie us habitt- 2c. 12. 


ally for Prayer, but aſ-*_ 
fiſt us actually in Prayer, 


{yet in ſuch meaſure as 
Tfeems good to him : and - 


as of old God would'not 
accept of Sacrifices of- _ 
fered by ſtrange fire, ſo £#v. 10.1: 
neither will he accept 

of our Spiritual Sacrift- . 
ces; unleſs they be offer- - 
ed by the fire of Zeal, 
kindled from Heaven, 
and blown up by the 
holy Ghoſt :- but as he 
may hear Sinners, as he rx;zg.2r;. 
did Ahab, for ſome ount- 29. 
ward Mercies, which are 
from the exuperance or 

| . --_ -QVer- 


(-316 ) 
overflowings of his 
_ * bounty. And though I 
doubt not but many do 
vainly pretend to, or 
falſely boaſt of the aſliſt- 
ance of the Spirit in 
Prayer, not underſtand- 
ing what they ſpeak, or 


whereof they affirm ; yet 


to ſcoff at praying by 
the Spirit, as if it were 
not a thing for any. to 
expect, or in any ſenſe 
to pretend to, is ſuch a 


piece of boldneſs and 


prophaneſs, and at leaſt 
borders . ſo "near upon 
Blaſphemy, that no ſo- 
ber ſerious Chriſtian will 
adventure upon it. 
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